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England, France and Italy were moved by the acuity of the situa-
tion to remind Lithuania that they were responsible for the
fulfilment by her of the Memel Statute, and did not intend
to neglect their duty. In Germany a demand arose for a plebiscite,
somewhat on the analogy of the Saar, in Memel; a "Memel
Song" took the place of the "Saar Song" after the "Hort Wessel
Lied" in Nazi gatherings. The trial of the Memellanders, which
had begun in December 1934, concluded on March 26, 1935,
with the conviction of 95 of the accused; four were sentenced
to death for the murder of a Memellander whom they suspected
of betraying them to the Lithuanian Government as plotting
to seize Memel, and the others to penal servitude for 12 years
downwards. All Germany at once was fired with furious indigna-
tion, though Hitler himself was silent—not so the Press he
controlled, and Lithuania was threatened with dire punishment.
On April i Simon stated in the House of Commons that England,
France and Italy told Lithuania that her attitude towards Memel
was incompatible with the Statute, and that she must abide by
it. This, too, was the view of the Polish Government, and Lithuania
became very reserved once more towards Poland; she showed
open hostility by making mass arrests among the Polish Minority
on April 4, and enforcing restrictions on papers printed in Polish
by that Minority; the efforts for better relations between Poland
and Lithuania came to a standstill, nor was a conference held
by Beck with the Lithuanian Minister to France in Geneva during
the April meeting of the League attended with success.
DANZIG ELECTIONS
Great excitement marked the elections in the Free City for a
new Volkstag—Danzig's popular House—on April 7. After the
dissolution of the former Volkstag on February 21, a keen
campaign was conducted by the Nazis, already omnipotent in
the Senate—Danzig's Upper House—with the view to obtain
a two-thirds majority which would enable them to demand that
the Constitution of the Free City should conform to their wishes.
Poland was of course vitally interested, and during the campaign

